Anti German Sentiments towards German Shepherd Dogs.

Introduction:
The purpose of this research paper is to investigate whether or not there was a spill over
of anti-German feeling from the Great War and the ban placed on German shepherd dogs
in the inter-war period in Australia.
German Shepherds were used by both sides to fight during the Great War [1914-1918].
But the British didn’t want to call their dogs German so they decided on the name
Alsatian. The original name is German shepherd Dog. During the Great War Britain named
it Alsatian, after the German French border area of Alsace-Lorraine.
From the research undertaken so far, it needs to be concluded that there is no evidence to
support the claim that the German shepherd importation and breeding ban was
motivated by anti-German feelings.
In having said this, there seems to be very little research, scientific or sound arguments for
the ban.
In fact the ban and sterilization of German shepherd dogs was motivated by an article that
appeared in the Country Life and Stock and Station Journal 3 May 1927, p.1.
This article was the basis of a national movement, which spurred on the Graziers’ Federal
Council of Australia, to lobby both the Commonwealth government and consequently the
State governments.
The article “The Alsatian” was very influential and was cited in a number of reports,
discussions and debates.

SLNSW: Article entitled “The Alsatian” from Country Life and Stock and Station
Journal (SRL RAV/FM4/1086) on 3 May 1927.P1

Graziers’: Federal Council of Australia.
This group represented a number of different organizations’ throughout Australia and
were extremely powerful representing the rural interests of Australian farmers, graziers,
pastoralists, stockowners and orchardists groups.
In 1927 the Graziers ’Federal Council of Australia was represented by the following
organizations:
In 1927 the Graziers’ Association of New South Wales
The United Graziers’ Association of Queensland
The Stockowners’ Association of South Australia
The Pastoralists’ Association of West Darling
The Pastoralists’ Association of Western Australia
The Tasmanian Farmers’, Stockowners’ and Orchardists’ Association
The Pastoralists’ Union of Southern Riverina
The Pastoralists’ Association of Victoria
The Northern Territory Pastoral Lessees’ Association
These groups were extremely powerful in lobbying both the Commonwealth and State
governments on issues effecting the rural community, farmers and pastoralists.
They mounted High Court challenges on Land taxes
They put together Awards, including Federal Pastoral Awards
Peak body for the selling of Australian Wool.
This organization wielded considerable political clout both at the Federal and State level
of government.
In the inter-war years [1921-1939] there was considerable political chatter in all of
Australia’s newspapers and periodicals about the “Alsatian Wolf Dog”
This was the label placed on the German shepherd breed.
The newspapers were full of articles about the origins of German Shepherds’ and the link
with wolves in Europe .There was other articles about Alsatians being “sheep dogs:

In South Australia the Adelaide Observer, ran a series of articles about the Alsatian Wolf
Dog.
For example in 1922

This was followed up by the Adelaide Observer on the .again running the line that the
German shepherd dog was dangerous.

Articles throughout the twenties in the popular press in Australia were advocating
negative sentiments about the Alsatian Dog and casting spurious claims about the breed.
What is interesting about most of the newspaper accounts are that their concerns are not
based on actual factual evidence of the German Shepherd Dog behaviours or even
anecdotal evidence of stock worrying by the dogs ,but the name , the look , and the image
of the breed was sufficient to worry farmers ,ranchers , grazier and pastoralist groups.Guilt by Association.
Support for the breed only came from the Commonwealth Director of Veterinary Hygiene
–Dr W. A. N. Robertson. Under his leadership he commissioned two reports, which were
tabled in the Commonwealth Parliament.
A report on the subject was furnished by Dr W. A .N. Robertson. Director, Division of
Veterinary Hygiene, Commonwealth Department of Health.
On September 1928, Dr Robertson tabled the report- “Alsatian Dogs-Admission to
Australia. Examination of Evidence For and Against”. See Appendix 1
This was a well researched and balanced report.

Turning Point for the German Shepherd.
The Graziers’ Federal Council of Australia held its fortieth Convention in Adelaide on the
29th June 1927.On the agenda was Item 17-AlsationDogs.

At this convention, there was a motion put by the Graziers’ Association of New South
Wales.
“Item 17”: Alsatian Dogs:

That consideration be given to the advisableness or otherwise of requesting the
Commonwealth Authorities to prohibit the importation or breeding of Alsatian Dogs”.
When reading the arguments to support the motion, the following reasons were provided.
“The Alsatian that huge, majestic dog imported from Germany, is at present the idol of
the dog fancies. Fabulous prices, it is said, are being paid for this kingly canine, which is
becoming widely known throughout at least three States-New South Wales, Queensland,
and South Australia.
Until recently the importation was a rarity, but last year 18 was brought from continental
place of origin to this State. They comprised eleven males and seven females .Even the
best informed of dog breeders disagree in respect to the history and temperament of the
Alsatian.
Some declare that it is docile, affectionate, obedient and intelligent. Others say that its
huge square jaws are not to be trusted owing to the plash of wolf in the Alsatians’ origin.
Causes of Consternation.
It is the possibility that is causing some consternation among sheep and cattle breeders of
the three States mentioned.
A number of P.P. Boards in New South Wales have carried resolutions requesting the
Stock Branch to get an embargo against the further importation of the breed.
Officers of the branch are sympathetic, and discussed the question at length with the
Queensland authorities when it was complained that dogs with a splash of the Alsatian
were invading the northern part of this State.
A Federal Matter.
The Kennel Association of New South Wales too, has entered its protest.
No action however can be taken by any State, as the matter is one for the Commonwealth
Government, to whom the Queensland authorities have appealed, so far, unavailingly.
What the sheep breeders fear is that the Alsatian, crossing with the sheep and cattle dogs
of the outback, will sooner or later establish a blood relationship with the dingo.
An infusion of Alsatian blood in the sheep and cattle dogs of the far west, it is claimed ,
would be quite sufficient to produce a breed that would be a serious menace to the settler
and his flocks or herds.”
SIR GRAHAM WADDELL.

The information we have had, verbal and otherwise, seems to throw a grave doubt as
regards this dog. They say there are two breeds-One is of a docile nature ,and the other
the opposite .I think that we ,as stock owners and sheep owners ,are perfectly justified in
asking the Commonwealth Government not to bring in anything here that might prove
doubtful. We have too many instances of things that have been imported into Australia
and which have caused tremendous trouble to the industries. In view of that and the
grave doubt as regards the character of this particular dog we would be perfectly justified
in asking the Commonwealth government to put a restriction on that particular dog.
Moved: MR GRAHAM WADDELL
MR TOUT-I second the motion.
MR TOUT-These dogs were only imported a short time ago and I have seen four or five in
Brisbane lately.
MR GORDON-There was a dozen bred in one litter in Sydney a few days ago.
Carried Unanimously.
The Commonwealth and State authorities moved swiftly to prohibit the importation or
breeding of Alsatian Dogs.

Throughout Australia, newspapers ran with stories, advocating Sterilization.

The Sydney Morning Herald reported that the importation of Alsatian dogs will be
prohibited by a regulation.
The Adelaide Register reported:

South Australia’s Response:

At the conference of Ministers for Agriculture on the 11 th June 1929, Item 17 dealt with
the issue of prohibition of importation of Alsatian Dogs in South Australia.
At this meeting the feeling was that the Commonwealth prohibited importation for five
years did not go far enough. There was some talk that the States have the power to
destroy existing stock of dogs.
The Stockowners’ Association of South Australia requested:
“We know that they are sheep killers and, personally, I have a hatred of the animal.
After listening this morning to the experience of one gentleman, it appears they are not
only destructive to animals; but they are also very dangerous to human beings. I think we
ought to take a definite stand and see that all these now in Australia are absolutely
destroyed, even though compensation has to be paid to the owners.”1
There were other government representatives who believed Alsatian Dog owners should
receive no compensation, for their dog being put down.
H.V.C.Thorby believed:
“To me it is unthinkable that we should prohibit their importation from now on, and yet
allow people who have those dogs here to go on breeding them in the various States. I
quite agree with Hon.Mr.Walker that they should be sterilised. , instead of having to
indulge in their wholesale slaughter.”
In the debate they advocated sterilisation of both male and female dogs.
After more emotive discussion, the Ministers agreed and moved the following motion:
“That this conference of Ministers of Agriculture place on record its appreciation of the
Commonwealth Government in prohibiting the further importation of Alsatian dogs and
agrees to recommend to their respective Governments to introduce legislation at the
earliest opportunity to destroy or sterilise all Alsatian dogs in their respective States.”2
Motion was carried.
Their fate was sealed.
There was little support in the papers, for the Alsatian.
Support for the Alsatian, as a valuable farm dog and sheepdog came from the Dr
Robertson, Director of Veterinary Hygiene. They commissioned research, from all parts of
Australia. The conclusion of their extensive research showed that the Alsatian was a
valuable sheepdog and recommended the dog not be interfered with.

Michael Wohltmann
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